[The Q wave in the electrocardiogram: necrosis or an electrically inactive area? Myocardial pseudoinfarct].
Six patients with Q-wave myocardial infarction in the ECG, two with coronary disease, two with metabolic alterations, one with acute myocarditis and another with ischemic stroke had an improvement of ECG tracings with disappearance of the Q wave. All had normal plasmatic levels of CPK and CKMB. It is believed that metabolic transitory disturbance of the myocardium increases the rest transmembrane potential turning the cell nonresponsive to electrical stimulus and without mechanical activity (inactive electrical zone, not a necrosis zone, which is an anatomo-pathological diagnosis).